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sicken the heart, almost too much to admire the romantick 
bravery, and wonderful fortitude, which some of the events 
discover among the early settlers, who were exposed to their 
frightful ravages. These accounts relate principally to the 
wars in the eastern settlements, in which the savages were 
instigated and aided by the French. Their captives were 
generally carried to Canada, and several of them were ran- 
somed from captivity by the charity of the inhabitants. 

A brief, though the reader may think if a long sketch of 
Mather's Magnalia, has here been given. To those who are 
interested in the early history of our country, it may be well 
to remark, that for accuracy in historical occurrences, they 
will do well to rely upon other authorities ; but if they wish 
to obtain a general view of the state of society and manners, 
they will probably no where find so many materials for this 
purpose, as in the work of this credulous pedantick, and gar- 
rulous writer. 



INTELLIGENCE AND REMARKS. 



Dr. Holmes' Annals ; from the German. — In a number of Eich- 
horn's Journal, printed at Gottingen in April 1817, we find the 
following notice of Dr. Holmes' Annals, by which it appears, that 
this excellent work is very generally known abroad, and no less 
highly esteemed, than in the country whose history it details with 
so much perspicuity and accuracy. The notice, which we trans- 
late, is a review of the second English edition, « printed in Lon- 
don in the year 1813, with additions and corrections by the author.' 

This is the first attempt at an entire history of America. It be- 
gins, as is seen by the title, with the discovery of Columbus in the 
year 1492, and comes down to the year 1806. The author has 
applied himself with great industry to all the common sources of in- 
formation ; and, as far as was practicable, has consulted his authori- 
ties in the original. In the history of the earlier times we find 
all the best Spanish, French, Latin, and English historians used 
as authorities, and such parts extracted, as were suited to his 
purpose. Much additional information might undoubtedly be ob- 
tained by a more free access to the Spanish Colonial Archives, 
than the jealousy of the Spaniards has as yet allowed. 

The author rightly passes over the pretended discovery of Ame- 
rica by the Welch Prince, Madoc, son of Gwyneth, king of Wales. 
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This event has been supposed to have taken place in the year 
1170; but the story is now generally given up to the province of 
poetry, and has already been made the subject of an early epick 
poem by the present poet laureate, Southey. The author has said 
as little respecting the discovery before Columbus, by the aborigi- 
nes, on which there is a treatise by Belknap. It might perhaps 
have answered some good purpose, however, to hint at the ac- 
counts of the early voyages of the Normans to America. 

The author has confined himself to a simple narrative of the 
most important and interesting events in chronological order from 
the time of Columbus. It would have been gratifying, perhaps, 
to have a short account of events previous to this period, particu- 
larly such as relate to Peru and Mexico, the ancient history of 
which has received so many beautiful illustrations from Baron 
Humboldt. But the most valuable part of the work before us 
is that, which embraces the early history of New England. Here 
the author seems to have had access, not only to a very complete 
collection of printed books, but also to a large number of manu- 
scripts, as well in the possession of private individuals, as publick 
libraries. In addition to these, he derived no inconsiderable ad- 
vantage from such oral accounts as he was enabled to obtain from. 
various sources. From these manuscripts has been published by 
the government of Massachusetts, and under the care of the his- 
torical society of Boston, the history of Hubbard, whose Indian 
Wars are already known. In the steeple of one of the churches 
in Boston has lately been found the continuation of Governour 
VVinthrop's Journal, a very important early document. 

After the history of the first settlement of New England, the 
compact but comprehensive account of the American Revolution 
is worthy of particular notice. The advantages, which the author 
derived from his nearness to the first theatre of the revolution, 
and his personal acquaintance with many of the actors in the 
drama, who were still living at the time he wrote, appear suffi- 
ciently obvious ; and together with the impartiality, the love of 
truth and honesty, which are predominant traits throughout the 
whole, they give a high value to this part of the work. The best 
evidence of the author's merits in this respect, is the high appro- 
bation his work has received in England. 

The English edition before us is published from a copy amend- 
ed by the additions and corrections of the author. With singu- 
lar modesty, it is true, he brings forward his book as intended on- 
ly for a collection of hints and references to those, who are de- 
sirous of pursuing the study of American history ; but we are 
persuaded no one will read it, however great an adept he may be 
in this department of knowledge, who will not allow a very high 
degree of merit to the learned author. 

Vol. VII. No. 3. 35 
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The history, after the revolutionary war, is'comprised within a 
narrow compass. The work is closed with a collection of tables, 
a copious index, and a catalogue of the books and manuscripts, 
which had been consulted. The manuscripts consisted of twenty 
five folio and quarto volumes, fifteen of which composed the diary 
of the celebrated President Stiles. 

We learn from private accounts, that Dr. Holmes is at present 
engaged in an ecclesiastical history of New England. This is an 
undertaking in which his historical impartiality and love of truth 
will appear to great advantage. A complete history of the whole 
continent of America is not at present to be expected ; but his- 
tories of certain portions may be looked for with more certainty. 
Joel Barlow, formerly American ambassador to France, who died 
in Poland, on a journey to Wilna, in the year 1812, is said to 
have been engaged in a history of the United States. We are at 
present looking forward with high expectation to a similar work 
by Mr. Walsh, who is universally known in England and America 
by his letter on the Spirit of the French Government. The his- 
tory of the United States by Ramsay, continued by President 
Smith, if it is not distinguished for its philosophical worth, is 
nevertheless very valuable for the mass of readers. It is said, 
that Professor Brown of Edinburgh has long been engaged in col- 
lecting materials for an universal history of the aboriginal tribes 
in America. 



University of Gottingen. — At this university there are at pres- 
ent more than forty professors, one thousand students, from all 
parts of the world, and a library of two hundred thousand vol- 
umes. The mode of instruction is entirely by lectures from the 
professors. The system of instruction is divided into four de- 
partments, Divinity, Jurisprudence, Medicine, and Philosophy. 
A professor is chosen into one of these departments, and not to 
any particular branch of either ; and he is allowed to lecture on 
any subject, that comes within the department into which he is 
chosen. There are no recitations or examinations, and the stu- 
dents are allowed to attend such lectures as they please, and at 
such times as they please. Each professor has a small salary, 
but he receives, besides this, a louis d'or a course from every 
student who attends his lectures. When a professor becomes dis- 
tinguished in any university, he is chosen into another, with the 
offer of a' higher salary. If he accepts the new appointment, it 
often happens, that hfs own university raises his salary in order 
to retain him ; so that every professor in Germany has the double 
motive of interest and ambition to prompt him to exertion. The 
consequence is, that the universities in Germany can boast a mote 
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learned and active body of professors, than can be found in any- 
other country. They manifest a zeal and interest, which ani- 
mate their pupils and excite them to ardent study and close re- 
search. Every lecture continues precisely an hour. The pro- 
fessor reads, or expounds a text book, and the students have their 
port folios before them, in which they take elaborate notes, and 
mark the references of the professor to other authors for illustra- 
tion. Tliey peruse these notes between the times of lecturing, 
consult the authors referred to, and make themselves familiar with 
the subject. 

We think the following abstract may be acceptable to some of 
our readers, as it gives an accurate view of the course of instruc- 
tion, which has been pursued during the past season at Gottingen, 
We have translated it from the ' Catalogus Preelectionum,' pub- 
lished there in April 181". 

Department of Theology. Professor Planck lectures on 
the first part of ecclesiastical history ; and history of dogmaticks — 
Staeudlin on moral theology ; and dogmatick theology in relation 
to its history. — Pott on the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke ; 
grammar of the Hebrew language. 

Law. Bb'hmer on ecclesiastical law ; institutes of the civil 
law. — Meister on the system of Pandects ; criminal law.— Hugo 
on the history and antiquities of Roman law ; literary history of 
law ; universal law in use ; institutes of the Roman law in use. — 
Bauer on the institutes of civil law; law of nature ; feudal law ; 
criminal law ; criminal process and art of defending criminals.— 
Heise on German law ; principles of the Roman law respecting 
inheritance and ambassadors ; commercial law. — Eichhorn on the 
history of Germany ; publick law of those states which are united 
in the German league. — Bergmann on ecclesiastical law ; theory 
of civil process. 

Medicine. Blumenbaeh on physiology ; and natural history. 
—Strotneyer on special pathology ; and the art of healing diseas- 
es. — Osiander on obstetricks ; and forensick medicine. — Itiinly 
on nosology and the art of healing ; clinical medicine — Schra- 
der on botany ; economical botany ; medical botany. — Langen- 
beck on the first part of surgery ; diseases of the eye ; clinical 
surgery. — F. Stromeyer on theoretickand experimental chemistry ; 
chemical analysis ; practical chemistry ; pharmacy. 

Philosophy. Eichhorn on the Epistles of the New Testa- 
ment; pentateuch ; elements of the Syriack language. — Reuss on 
universal history of literature.— Tyclisen on the Acts of the Apos- 
tles and the book of John ; book of Psalms ; elements of the 
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Arabick language.— Mitscherlich on Roman literature ; style of 
Horace, his Kpistles and Art of Poetry ; Theocritus. — Ileeren on 
geography and ethnography ; history of modern Europe and its 
colonies ; ancient history. — Sartorius on the statisticks of the 
principal kingdoms in Europe; general politicks. — Bouterwek on 
metaphysicks in relation to divinity ; general practical philoso- 
phy and ethicks ; general history of philosophy. — Mayer on modes 
of measuring angles ; experimental philosophy. — Schulze on log- 
jck, and psychology. — Thibaut on the pure mathematicks ; differ- 
ential and integral calculus ; introduction to practical geometry. — 
Gauss on the elements of theoretical astronomy ; practical astron- 
omy and the construction and use of instruments — Hausmann on 
geognosy; crystallography; mineralogy; technology. — Fiorillo 
on the history of the fine arts with practical illustrations. — Hard- 
ing on the elements of astronomy; various methods of ascertain- 
ing time and geographical positions. — Benecke on the elements 
of the English language ; and the modern literature of Germany 
and England, — Bunsen on physical geography ; elements of the 
Spanish and Italian languages. — Welcker on philology ; history 
of ancient art ; Clouds and Frogs of Aristophanes. — Dissen 
on philology, illustrated by the satires of Persius ; Cicero de ora- 
tore; the Greek syntax, with explanations of the metres of the 
ancient poets. ' 

Besides those here enumerated, seven professors give what 
are called extraordinary lectures on different subjects in the four 
departments. The languages and literature of all the polite na- 
tions in Europe are taught, as well as dancing, horsemanship, 
and the military art. 

Poison Tree of Java The literary and scientifick world has 

rarely been more grossly imposed upon, than by the account of 
the Pohon Oopas, or, as it is commonly written, the Bohon Upas, 
published in Holland in 1"S0. The history and origin of this 
celebrated forgery are still a mystery. The account came out 
under the name of one Focrsch, a surgeon in the Dutch East In- 
dia Company's service, and was published in the different publick 
journals in almost all the languages in Europe. This account, as 
it relates to the situation of the poison tree, its desolating effects 
on the country around, the mode of punishing criminals by send- 
ing them on the fatal errand of procuring its gums, and the des- 
cription of the poison, has been proved to be palpably false. It 
has even been doubted lately, whether a tree possessing poisonous 
qualities of any description actually existed in Java. We have 
been told by gentlemen of respectability and intelligence, who 
have been in various parts of the island, and have made very 
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particular inquiries of the natives, as well as of Europeans resid- 
ing there, that they were never able to obtain any knowledge of 
such a tree. It appears from later discoveries, however, that a 
tree, which produces a powerful poison, is found on the eastern 
extremity of the island. Dr. Horsfield, who made a tour through 
the island for the purpose of inquiries into its botany and natural 
history, wrote a letter to Lieutenant Governour Rallies, which was 
published in the Batavian Transactions for 1814, and afterward 
in the Annals of Philosophy, in which he gives an account of the 
tree, the manner of procuring the poison, and the results of a se- 
ries of experiments, which he made with it on a great number of 
living animals. 

He found the tree only on the eastern extremity of the island, 
and not very abundantly even there. It is called Antshar by the 
natives. The trunk grows smooth and straight till it arrives to 
the height of from sixty to eighty feet, when branches spring out 
horizontally and form a sort of hemispherical crown. When 
punctured, the bark emits copiously a sort of milkv juice, which 
by a kind of preparation is converted into a deadly poison. A 
wound inflicted by an instrument dipped in this substance causes 
almost instant death. Many of the animals, which were wounded 
by a slight prick only in the skin, died within eight minutes, others 
continued fifteen, and scarcely one lived more than half an hour. 
It is used by the natives of Macassar and the neighbouring islands 
to poison their arrows. Rumphius, as related in his works, witness- 
ed the effect of these arrows in the attack of the natives of Ma- 
cassar on Amboina, about the year 1650. Dr. Horsfield found 
that the juice, as it came from the tree, produced effects nearly as 
fatal on small animals, as that, which had gone through a prepara- 
tion by the natives. The tree has no bad effects on the atmos- 
phere around it. Vegetation is healthful and luxuriant even at its 
roots; and the ivy sometimes runs up its trunk. 

Canal aeross the Isthmus of Cape Cod. — This important enter- 
prize is now a subject of publick attention, and some hopes are en- 
tertained that it may be carried into effect. It has been contem- 
plated at different times for about a hundred and fifty years. It 
was particularly agitated under the auspices of the enlightened 
Governour Bowdoin in 1776, when a survey and estimate were 
made by Mr. Machin, a skilful English engineer, afterwards em- 
ployed by General Washington in the army. In 1791 the con- 
sideration of it was resumed at the instigation of some publick 
spirited merchants of Boston, when a survey and plan were made 
by Judge Winthrop of Cambridge, and a survey, map of the ground 
*>n a large scale, and estimate by Mr. Hills, a skilful engineer. In 
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1801, a survey and estimate were made by Mr. Batchelor. Mr. 
Machin, Judge Winthrop and Mr. Batchelor agree in almost every 
point, with respect to the plan of the work, and where Mr. Hills 
differs from them, which is, in making the southern entrance of 
the canal in Buttermilk, instead of Buzzard's Bay, he is evidentlv 
wrong. The estimates of these different persons, taking into 
view the value of money at the time they were made, do not es- 
sentially vary. The expense of a canal for vessels drawing twelve 
feet of water, with piers to form an artificial harbour in Barnsta- 
ble Bay, is estimated at about 400,000 dollars. Its importance 
in respect to the West India trade of Massachusetts ; to the im- 
mensely important and rapidly increasing coasting trade of the 
United States ; and its obvious and most essential utility in time 
of war, make it altogether more extensively interesting, than any 
other similar improvement in the United States. There are few- 
er obstacles in the way of its execution, and more facilities than 
ever attended any work of equal magnitude. Its value to the pub- 
lick, under two great heads, first humanity, by the saving of many 
lives and much suffering; secondly, property, by a great diminution 
of risk, and prevention of losses, can hardly be estimated. Since 
it was last contemplated, many improvements have taken place, 
such as the certainty of clearing away sand at its mouth, the use 
of steam tow boats to save horses, and towing path &c. etc. which 
will greatly facilitate its execution. No statement of facts has 
yet been laid before the publick, on which to ground a satis- 
factory opinion of the advantages likely to result from the con- 
struction of this canal, or the profits that would probably ac- 
crue to those who might invest their property in it. A commit- 
tee has been appointed to investigate the subject, and their report 
will probably supply the requisite information. 

Day's Mathemuticks — Four parts of this course have been pub- 
lished. They comprehend Algebra, Plane Trigonometry, Geom- 
etry applied to the mensuration of superficies ana solids, Nav- 
igation and Surveying, including the mensuration of heights and 
distances. These treatises are intended to be very elementary, — 
to introduce the student, by gradual and easy steps, to the first 
principles of these branches. The difficulty which has attended 
the use of books, that have been adopted from abroad, is, that 
they suppose too much in the learner. They are designed for 
such as have already been initiated in these studies ; whereas, 
with us mathematicks hitherto can scarcely be said to have made 
a part of the early instruction of those, who are destined for a 
publick education. The consequence is, that it has been attend- 
ed with more difficulty and less success, than is fairly to be as- 
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cribed to the nature of the study. Mr. Day has guarded against 
this evil. He has adapted his course of raathematioks to the state 
of information of the student, at the time of his matriculation, and 
he makes him acquainted with as much ot the several branches ot 
which he treats, as it has been thought best to require at the col- 
leges in this country. In many respects indeed he has very ju- 
diciously enlarged upon the plan, which has generally been adopt- 
ed. He explains the construction of the tables of natural sines 
&c. and introduces the learner to some of the more important and 
interesting cases of the application of algebra to geometry and 
trigonometry. The materials of this work are thought to be well 
selected and well arranged. The style is neat and perspicuous, 
and what is no common praise in publications of this kind in this 
country, the printing is accurate and well executed. These 
treatises have most ot them been proved and found to answer the 
purpose intended by the author. They may be regarded as a val- 
uable acquisition to the scanty stock of elementary books on the 
exact sciences. The author's plan embraced, in addition to the 
above, Conick Sections, Sphericks and Fluxions. It is hoped that his 
labours will not be long interrupted, by his elevation to the of- 
fice of President of the college, which owes so much to his ser- 
vices. 

Introduction to Mgebra — An introduction to arithmetick and al- 
gebra, comprehending the fundamental rules, Vulgar and Decimal 
Fractions, Involution and Evolution, Proportion, Arithmetical and 
Geometrical Progression &c considered with reference to num- 
bers and to algebraick symbols, together with a solution of the 
more simple algebraick questions, selected from the Algebra of 
Euler, is now in the University Press, and will soon be published. 

This work contains the mathematicks required for admission to 
the University at Cambridge, by a regulation published in the last 
number of the North American Review, and will be used in the 
examination of candidates for admission. 



Translation of Laplace's Mecanique Celeste. — We understand, 
that this great work, which has been the admiration of the first 
mathematicians abroad, is now rendered into English by the Hon. 
Mr. Bowditch, with very copious notes and illustrations; and we 
have no doubt from the rare talents of the translator, his familiar 
acquaintance with the subject, his habits of accuracy and deep re- 
search, that he has executed the task in a manner that would, if 
known, do hiin very great credit. We earnestly hope, that this 
valuable treasure will not long be withheld from the publick — that 
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while minor efforts find so much favour and encouragement, our lib- 
eral and enlightened citizens will feel an interest in an undertak- 
ing of such magnitude, and such singular difficulty — and which 
promises so much for the honour of our country, and the benefit 
of science. 



Expedition to the Niger. — The publick has already been in- 
formed of the total failure of the late expeditions, fitted out by the 
British government, to explore the interiour of Africa. The fol- 
lowing letters throw some light on the subject, particularly re- 
specting the expedition intended for the Niger. They were sent 
from Senegal to William S. Shaw, Esq. of Boston, by whose po- 
liteness we are allowed to publish them. 

' Dear sir, Senegal, Sept. 5, 1817. 

' Finding nothing here now worthy of your acceptance, and 
thinking an account of the English expedition intended for' the 
Interiour would be interesting, I requested a French friend of 
mine, who was some time with Capt. Campbell about the coast 
last year, before the expedition started, and was at Sierra Leone 
when it returned, to give me an account of particulars. 1 am not 
certain that entire confidence can be placed in his account, though 
he had every means of being rightly informed. It seems the ex- 
pedition started from the banks of the Rio Nunez in February, 
that they proceeded about a hundred and fifty miles, when the 
chief of the country prevented their proceeding farther, under 
some feigned pretext. After stopping there about four months, 
and almost all the animals having died, and seeing no prospect of 
being allowed to proceed, Capt. Campbell determined on endea- 
vouring to regain the Rio Nunez, that he might save from pillage 
and total loss such articles of value as remained. He died in 
two days after arriving at the point he started froiu, and was 
buried oy the side of his friend, Major Peddie. The circum- 
stances attending the loss of officers were somewhat singular. 
Major Peddie and Capt. M'Rea died before they began their 
march ; Capt. Campbell and a Mons. Comer, a French naturalist, 
who was with them, died after their return, and they were all 
buried near each other. Though the loss was great in officers, 
it was very small on the part of the men — two only were lost on 
the journey, one of whom was drowned. Of over two hundred 
animals which they took with them, three only, I think, arrived 
again on the bank of the Rio Nunez. The persons composing 
the expedition are now at Sierra Leone, and meditate another 
attempt. Lieut. Stoko, of the navy, is now the senior officer. 
He was on the lakes attached to Sir James Yeo, but was made 
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prisoner, and was since then in our back country. He is gone 
with three men to visit a powerful chief at Peembo, to endea- 
vour to sesure his protection. If he succeeds, another attempt 
will be made, but under the most unfavourable circumstances, 
as most of the men are discouraged. 

The following is a translation of a letter containing the French 
account above mentioned. 

Dear Sir, Senegal, Sept. 4, 1817. 

I will endeavour to gratify you with a statement of the facts, 
which I have been able to collect, during my stay at Sierra Le- 
one, concerning the unfortunate expedition to the Niger. On the 
death of Major Peddie, Capt. Campbell succeeded to the com- 
mand. He felt the desire, he had always cherished, of tracing in 
his route the course of the Gambia, and of determining the ge- 
ographical position of various points. He resolved to take a more 
easterly direction, which obliged him to pass through a rugged and 
dangerous tract of country — a circumstance very unfavourable to 
the success of the undertaking. The company left Kakundy on the 
first of February. The baggage was so great an incumbrance, at 
that time, that the fine Arabian horses, which were designed for 
the use of the officers, were necessarily employed in transporting 
it. The whole company began their march on foot. This meas- 
ure was the more unfortunate, as the health of the officers suf- 
fered from it severely, and it proved fatal to the horses, which, 
little accustomed to support so great burdens, sunk under the fa- 
tigue. In the mean time, the company arrived, after a painful 
march of about twelve days, at the village of Panietta, at the dis- 
tance of a little more than one hundred and fifty miles from Ka- 
kundy. During this march, so many of the beasts of burden died, 
that Capt. Campbell was obliged to employ the natives to carry 
his baggage. This mode of transportation was the cause of many 
robberies, and of much disquietude to the travellers. 

At the commencement of his journey, Capt. Campbell had made 
the chief of the country acquainted with the object of his voyage, 
and received many protestations of friendship. But on his arriv- 
al at Panietta it was easy to discover, that the natives were alarm- 
ed at seeing so great a number of Europeans coming among them. 
He was therefore detained under various pretexts for the space 
of four months, expecting, each moment, a favourable de- 
termination on the part of the King of Fouta, to enable him to 
pursue his .route towards the Niger. During this long and unex- 
pected delay the expedition had to struggle against the unhealthi- 
ness of the climate, famine, and a disease still more terrible than 
either. In spite of all the means, which were used to procure ne- 
cessary provisions, the scarcity became so great, that the com- 
VoJ. VII. No. 2. 36 
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pany were reduced to a very small allowance. After having 
long waited in vain, and employed every means to obtain per- 
mission to continue their march towards the .East, vapt. Camp- 
bell was forced to return in his first track. Having a vast quan- 
tity of baggage, but very few animals of burden remaining, he 
was obliged to employ the same mode of transportation as before, 
and this was followed by the same consequences. Many of his 
effects were pillaged, others were destroyed. Finally, after a 
very painful march, the expedition arrived at Kakundy, the point 
from which it started. Capt. Campbell's health had already be- 
gun to decline by reason of fatigue, and the chagrin he felt at the 
ill success of his undertaking ; these, together with the unhealth- 
iness of the climate, had worn down his strength, and exhausted 
his spirits, and he died in two days after his arrival at the Rio 
Nunez. 

Syllabus of Dr. Nicholls' Lectures. — Dr Frank Nicholls of 
London, who died in 1778, aged 80, Professor of anatomy at Ox- 
ford, and one of the physicians of George II, lectured on Anatomy 
with great reputation at that University, and in London between 
the years 1721 and 1743, and invented the method of prepara- 
tions of the human body by corroded injections. A considerable 
number of preparations, made by himself, and remarkable for mi- 
nuteness and perfection, and his large collection of fine speci- 
mens of urinary calculi, were several years ago given to the 
anatomical museum of Harvard College, Cambridge, by his son 
John Nicholls, Esq. LL. D. of Kensington near London. This 
gentleman has recently sent to the same institution the copy of 
the syllabus of his father's lectures, which he used, and which con- 
tains a few of his manuscript notes. The high estimation in 
which this celebrated Professor's lectures ana demonstrations 
were held, and the circumstance, that those who have read ana- 
tomical lectures in England, since his time, have been his pupils 
or the scholars of his pupils, renders highly acceptable this record 
of the doctrines he inculcated. 

Curious manuscript of the Aphorisms of Hippocrates.r—Mr. 
Nicholls has also given, to be deposited in the same museum, a 
manuscript in the Greek character, which is a preeminent speci- 
men of correct and beautiful penmanship. It is the Aphorisms of 
Hippocrates, written in the year 1733 by a clergyman, who was 
also a schoolmaster, of the name of John Thomasine, and who 
lived in the confines between Cheshire and Yorkshire. He wrote 
a Pindar, which he presented to Queen Anne. She gave it to 
her minister, the Earl of Oxford, who gave it to his brother, the 
collector of books. It is in the Oxford collection in the British 
museum, where it is a Show Book. 
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Dr. Mead, the grandfather of Mr. Nicholls, afterwards em- 
ployed Mr. Thomasine to make a manuscript of the Aphor- 
isms of Hippocrates, for which he was liberally rewarded. Dr. 
Mead bequeathed it to his .son inlaw, Dr. Frank Nicholls. From 
him it came to his son, John Nicholls Esq ; who has consigned 
it to our University, to be preserved in the anatomical museum, 
as an example of finished chirography, which, from its execution, 
and the recollections with which it is associated, always must be an 
object of curiosity and interest. It has been compared with the 
Pindar, and acknowledged to be written with superiour beauty. 

The characters are made with such exact uniformity, and so 
completely finished, that it has the appearance, even upon a critical 
examination, of being an elegant specimen of printing. Accord- 
ing to the prices, which rarities of this description bear at present, 
its value may be estimated at from twelve to fifteen hundred pounds 
sterling. 

This work, with the syllabus, was sent to Mr. Boylston, to 
be presented by him, who has procured them enclosed in an ap- 
propriate mahogany case, with a sketch of the history of the books 
affixed, and presented them in the name of his friend the donor, 
agreeably to their destination. 

Ward Nicholas Boylston Esq. has established at the Univer 
sity a new institution, called the ' Boylston prize for elocution, 
of which we shall say more hereafter. 



Salem East India Marine Society. — [We have received" with great 
pleasure the following communications respecting the Marine So- 
ciety and Athenaeum in Salem. We have been much gratified 
with visiting these institutions, and are glad of this opportunity of 
giving the publick a short notice of their plan and design. They 
are highly creditableto thetown, and calculated to be the mediums 
of great usefulness and improvement to its inhabitants. The 
Marine Society, in particular, is founded on principles of benevo- 
lence, as well as utility. Jt is by no means exclusive or local in 
its influence. It embraces in its operations the interests of Com- 
merce, and the science of Navigation at large. The cabinet is an 
extensive and rare collection of curiosities, both in nature an'd art, 
elegantly arranged in a spacious room ; and we are confident, that 
no person, who visits Salem, will think the time ill spent, which he 
may devote to examining it. Would not the establishment of sim- 
ilar societies in all our commercial towns, having some bond of 
union among themselves, contribute very much to the advancement 
of Commerce, and the sciences of Geography and Navigation ? 
The Athenteum is a library of well chosen books — few, perhaps, 
of the same extent are more valuable. The selection in the sci- 
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ences, in history, and some other departments is excellent. It is 
under regulations, which give its members every advantage, that 
such an institution could afford.] 

The Marine Society was first established at Salem in October, 
1799, and was incorporated by the Legislature, by an Act, passed 
the Sd of March, 1801. The object of the Society, (as it is suc- 
cinctly stated in the Act of Incorporation,) is ' for the laudable pur- 
pose of affording relief to disabled seamen and to the indigent wid- 
ows and families of deceased members and others, and of promot- 
ing a knowledge of navigation and trade to the East Indies.' — By 
the rules of the Society no person is eligible as a member unless he 
has actually navigated the seas near the Cape of Good Hope, or 
Cape Horn, either as master or commander, or factor or supercargo 
of some vessel belonging to Salem, or, if the person is a resident in, 
Salem, of some vessel belonging to a port in the United States. 
The officers of the Society, who are chosen annually in January, 
are a President, a Committee of Observation, consisting of three 
members, a Treasurer, an Inspector of the Journals, and a Secreta- 
ry. It is the duty of the Committee of Observation, with the con- 
sent of the President, to purchase such books of history, voyages, 
travels, and navigation, as they may deem useful to the Society ; 
and it is the duty of the members to collect such useful publications 
and curiosities, as they think will be acceptable to the Society, either 
as donations, or as temporary loans for the use of the Society. Ev- 
ery member bound to sea is entitled to receive a blank Journal 
from the Secretary, in which he is required to enter the occurrences 
of his voyage, and particularly his observations of the variations of 
the compass, bearings and distances of capes and head lands, the lat- 
itude and longitude of ports, islands, rocks, shoals, and of soundings, 
tides, and currents ; and on his return, he is to deliver such Journal 
to the Inspector of the Journals for the use of the Society, It is the 
duty of the Inspector to arrange these Journals, and to record in 
books kept for the purpose, such communications as the President 
and Committee deem useful to navigation. The widows and chil- 
dren of deceased members, or (should they have none) their par- 
ents, who may need assistance, are entitled to receive a proportion 
of the interest of the funds, for their support. The Society is 
continually adding to the number of its members ; the whole 
number from its first establishment to the present time is 151, 
of whom 114 are now living. The Journals, which have been already 
furnished by the members, contain much valuable nautical and mer- 
cantile information ; and have been carefully examined and arrang- 
ed by the Hon. Nathaniel Bowditch, one of its most distinguished 
members, who has long served the Society in the important office 
of Inspector of the Journals. The funds of the Society are in- 
vested in publick stock, and are gradually augmenting. There is 
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a Museum or Cabinet of Curiosities belonging to the Society, which 
is kept in a very large room, in a brick building, belonging to Col. 
Pickman, near the centre of the town. In this museum are depo- 
sited the books, charts, journals, maps and natural and artificial 
curiosities belonging to the Society ; and which are principally the 
donations of its members. Among others there is a very good 
collection of shells, of birds of rare plumage, of beautiful insects, 
and of medals and coins ; a great variety of the utensils and weap- 
ons of war used by various savage tribes or natives of the islands 
in the South Seas, and on the north west coast of America, the coast 
of Sumatra, and other islands in the Indian seas. There are also 
several dresses and costumes of the East Indians, the Chinese, Ja- 
panese and other nations ; some good pictures and engravings, and 
several ships built and rigged in the most exact and perfect manner 
as models of real ships. The Museum is open every day in the 
year, except Sundays, and is accessible to all persons without any 
expense. The only requisite necessary is an introduction by some 
member of the Society. 

The Salem Athenaeum. — This institution was incorporated by the 
Legislature, by an act passed the sixth day of March, 1810. Previous 
to this time there were two publick libraries in Salem, one called the 
Philosophical Library, which was established in June 1781, and the 
other the social Library, which was incorporated by an act passed 
the 7th of February 1797. Both of these libraries are now united in 
the Atheneeum. The officers, who are chosen annually in May, 
are a President, nine Directors (of whom the President is one,) a 
Treasurer, a Clerk and a Librarian. The venerable Doct. E. A. 
Holyoke was first elected President, and still continues to preside 
over the Institution. The Library consists at present of between 
four and five thousand volumes, which are deposited in two rooms 
in the brick building belonging to the Essex Fire and Marine In- 
surance Company, near the centre of the town. These rooms 
are open every day, except Sundays, from nine o'clock in the 
morning till sunset, and are used as reading rooms. Any stran- 
ger is at liberty to have the use of the rooms for reading upon be- 
ing introduced by a member. The members are also allowed to 
take from the library two folios, or two quartos, or four volumes 
of any smaller size at a time, for the use of themselves and their 
families at their own houses. There are many very valuable 
works belonging to the Library upon all branches of science, of 
classical and polite literature, and of the various arts. Among 
others is a complete series of the English Philosophical Transac- 
tions from the beginning, the Encyclopedic ou Dictionnaire rais- 
onne des Sciences, des arts et des metiers. The Transactions of 
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the Royal Academies of Sciences of Paris, of Lisbon, of Berlin, 
of Edinburgh, and of Ireland, the Annual Register from the be- 
ginning, the Biographia Britarmica, the Universal History ancient 
and modern, the Encyclopedia Britannica, Rees's Cyclopedia, 
Fabricii Bibliotheca Grseca, Stephani Thesaurus Linguee Grsecse, 
Facciolati Lexicon totius Latinitatis, the Critical Review, the 
Monthly Review, the Eclectick Review, the Edinburgh Review, the 
Quarterly Review, the Monthly Magazine, the Philosophical Mag- 
azine, the European Magazine, and the principal periodical works 
of the present day. 

Magnetizing power of the violet rays. Professor Moricchini, 
of Rome, has discovered, that the violet rays of the prismatick 
spectrum have a strong magnetizing power. The Marquis Ridolfi 
has succeeded in magnetizing needles, by passing over them, for a 
period of not less than thirty minutes, the violet rays of the spec- 
trum through the medium of a condensing lens ; after which pro- 
cess, they possess all the energy and the properties of needles 
magnetized in the common way with a loadstone. Their homo- 
nomous poles repel, and their heteronomous poles attract each 
other. When made to vibrate on a pivot, their points turn con- 
stantly to the north, and their heads to the south. We know not, 
that any important results have as yet followed from this discov- 
ery, but it adds greatly to the wonders of magnetism, and may 
perhaps hereafter serve to throw some light on a subject, which 
has hitherto been involved in such profound mystery. 



Library of Harvard University. — About fifteen hundred books 
have lately been received from Germany for the library of Harvard 
University. Since our last notice of donations to the library a 
number of valuable presents have been made, viz. 

From David Sears, Esq. — French books, 141 volumes, elegantly 
bound, including all the works of Marmontel, Condillac, Mably, 
Berquin, D'Arnaud, &c. 

From Francis Vergnies, M. D. — The following very valuable 
Botanical works — Herbarium Amboinense, 6 volumes, fol. with 
696 plates — Hortus Cliftornianus a Linnseo, fol. plates. Descrip- 
tion des Plantes de 1'Amerique par Plumier, fol. plates. — Historia 
Naturalis Brasilia:, fol. 1648. plates— Selectarum Stirpuim Amer- 
icana! um a Jacquin, fol. plates — Observatkmes Botanicse a Jacquin, 
fol. plates. 

From J. S. C. F. Frey. — Copies of his different publications, viz. 
his edition of Vanderhooght's Hebrew Bible, 2 vols. 8vo. ; his 
Hebrew, Latin, and English Dictionary, 2 vols. 8vo. ; and his He- 
brew grammar, 8vo. 
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From John Taylor, M. D. (of the Hon. East India Company's 
Bombay Medical Establishment) Lilauati ; or a Treatise on Arith- 
metick and Geometry. By Bhuscura Achaiya; translated from the 
original Sanscrit. By John Taylor, M. D. 4to. Bombay, 1816. 

From Mr. Francis W. P. Greenwood. — Malone's Inquiry into 
the authenticity of the Papers attributed to Shakspeare, (by W. 
H. Ireland,) 8vo. Bolingbroke's Remarks on the History of Eng- 
land, 8vo. 

From Hon. Dudley A. Tyng. — The thirteenth volume of Massa- 
chusetts Reports. Mr. Tyng has regularly presented all the pre- 
ceding volumes. 

From Benjamin Vaughan, Esq. — Arati Diosemea ; notis et col- 
latione scriptorum illustravit, Thomas Forster, F. L. S. 8vo. Lon- 
don, 1815. 

From Thomas Forster, F. L. S. — Forster on Atmospherick Phe- 
nomena 8vo. 

From J. F Dana, M. D. Humboldt's Personal Narrative. 8vo. 

From John G. Coffin, M. D. Brera on Worms ; translated by 
John G. Coffin, M. D. 8vo. Cummings & Hilliard ; Boston, 1817". 

From Professor Willard. — Diplomata et Statuta Regalis Socie- 
tatis Londini. 4to. — Petit's Hebrew Grammar. Professor Willard's 
Hebrew Grammar. 

From Mr. Sparks,Tutor of Harvard University — Robert Adams' 
Narrative. London. 4to. 1816. — The last volume of the North 
American Review. 

From Hon. Charles Jackson. — Six volumes of Law Books. 

From the Royal Society and from the Horticultural Society of 
London. — The last numbers of their Transactions, respectively. 

From Messrs. Wells & Lilly, Boston. 14 volumes of Works, 
published by them. 

From Mr. John Eliot, Boston.-r~35 volumes of Works publish- 
ed by himself, and other Works. 

From Messrs. West & Richardson, Boston.— Wanostrocht's 
French Grammar, published by them. 12mo. 

From William Hilliard, Esq.— .Several Works published by 
him. 

From Jesse Tony, jun. Physician. — A Portraiture of Domestick 
Slavery in the United States. 8vo, The Intellectual Torch Pam- 
phlet — both works of the donor. 

The Proprietors of the University Reading Room are indebted 
to H. Niles, Esq. for the present of Niles* Weekly Register ; to 
Nathan Hale, Esq. for the Boston Weekly Messenger; and to A. 
G. Tannatt, Esq. for the Nantucket Weekly Messenger. They 
have likewise received the last volume of the Portico, given in ex- 
change for the North American Review ; and also the Port Folio. 

Various Pamphlets and small Books, not mentioned above, have 
been received from different gentlemen for the Library and Read- 
ing Room. 
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List of American Books published in the United States during 
tlw last two months. 

Biography. 

Life of Patrick Henry, by William Wirt, Esq. 8vo. 84,50, Phil- 
adelphia. 

Memoirs of William Sampson, with a Sketch of the History of 
Ireland, second edition , 82, 50, Baltimore. 

Repository of the Lives and Portraits of distinguished Ameri- 
cans, Dy Joseph Delaplaine, Vol. I. Part II. 4to 84> Philadelphia. 

History. 

History of the United States, by David Ramsay, second edi- 
tion, vol. 1. This volume is designed to form a part of an Univer- 
sal History, prepared for the press by Dr. Ramsay in his life time, 
and to be published for the benefit of his family if a sufficient 
subscription shall be obtained, in 9 or 12 volumes ; 83,33 per vol. 

Researches relative to the Aborigines of America, by James 
M'Culloch jr. M. D. gl. 

Geography and Topography. 

The Ohio Gazetteer, by John Kilborn, 3d edition, 62§ cts. Bal- 
timore. 

A New Map and Plan of the City of New York, with a plan 
of the City in 1726, New York. 

A Gazetteer of the State of New Hampshire, by Eliphalet Mer- 
rill, and Phinehas Merrill, 8vo, SM^I? Exeter. 

A map of the Bounty Lands in the Illinois Territory, gl. 
Washington. 

The Navigator, containing Directions for navigating the Missi- 
sippi, Ohio, Monongahela and Allegany Rivers, with Maps. 

A Geographical Description of Louisiana, by William Darby, 
2d edition improved, Philadelphia. 

Natural History. 

Letters from the Hon. David Humphreys, F. R. S. to Sir Jo- 
seph Banks, on the Sea Serpent seen in Gloucester Harbour 12mo, 
50 cts. New York. 

A Manual of Botany for the Northern States, compiled for the 
Members of the Botanick Class in Williams College, 12mo, 75 cts. 
Albany. 

American Medical Botany No. 1, by Jacob Bigelow, M. D. 
Rumford Professor, and Lecturer in Materia Medica in Harvard 
University, royal 8vo, with ten coloured plates, 83,50, Boston. 
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Report of a Committee of the Linnaean Society of New Eng- 
land relative to the Sea Serpent seen near Cape Ann, 8vo. 62£ cts. 
Boston. 

Vegetable Materia Medica of the United States, No. 2. By 
W. P. C. Barton, M. 1). Professor of Botany in the University 
of Pennsylvania, 4to, with 6 coloured plates, S3, Philadelphia. 

Letters to Ladies, detailing important Information concerning 
themselves and infants. By Thomas Ewell, M. D. 62. George- 
town. 

Medicine. 

Discourses on the elements of Therapeuticks. By N. Chapman, 
M. D. Vol. I. 8vo g4. Philadelphia. 

American Modern Practice of Physic, by James Thacher, M. D. 
A. A. S 8vo. 84. Boston. 

Physical observations on the Topography and Diseases of Lou- 
isiana. By Jacob Heustis, M. D. 31>25. Philadelphia. 

Transactions of the Physico-Medical Society of New York, 
8vo. 83, New York. 

An Essay on the Yellow Fever of 1817, by J. L.F. W. Shecut, 
37| cts Charleston. 

Orfila's Toxicology, or Treatise on Poisons, abridged and part- 
ly translated, by Joseph G. Nancrede, M. D. Philadelphia. 

Law. 

Reports of cases in the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, by 
Hon. Jasper Yates, 8vo. 87. Philadelphia. 

Laws of the United States to March 3, 1815, under authority 
of the act of Congress of April 18, 1814. Vol. 5 and last. 8vo, 
"Washington. 

Reports of cases argued and determined in the Circuit Court, 
of the United States for the first Circuit. Vol. 2 By John Gal- 
lison; Counsellor at Law, 8vo, pp. 596. g5,50. Boston 

Laws of the United States, passed at the 1st and 2d sessions of 
the 14th congress. 82. Georgetown. 

Reports of cases argued and adjudged in the Supreme Court of 
the United States. Vol. 2. By " Wharton, 8vo. 86,50. 

Divinity. 

A Brief Outline of the History of the Bible and Bible Socie- 
ties, in a sermon. By Thomas Warner, A. M. 

A Sermon on the Idolatry of the Hindoos, By Samuel Nott, 
late Missionary at Bombay. 

An Examination of the Doctrine of Predestination, by Nathan 
Bangs, 50 cents, New York. 

A Vindication of some of the most important doctrines of the 

Vol. VII. No. 2. 37 
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Reformation, in reply to Bangs on Predestination, By Seth Wil- 
liston, T5 cts, New York. 

A Sermon in commemoration of the Reformation, on the third 
centurial Jubilee, &c. By Frederick Christian Scheeffer, 62| cts. 
New York. 

A Sermon, preached in Medfield, Jan. 5, 1817, near the 166th 
anniversary of the incorporation of that town. By Daniel C. 
Sanders, D. D. Dedham. 

A Dictionary of all Religions & Religious Denominations, Fourth 
edition, with additions and corrections. By Hannah Adams, 8vo. 
New York and Boston. 

The Prophetick History of the Christian Religion Explained. 
By the Rev. J. George Schmucker, Yorktown, Penn. 

A Sermon preached before the society for propagating the Gos- 
pel among the Indians and others in N. America. By John Fos- 
ter, D. D. Cambridge. 

Classicks. 

C. Cornelii Taciti Opera ex recensione Jo. Augusti Ernesti. 
Denuo curavit J. J. Oberlinus. Cum notis Sclectis. Wells et 
Lilly. Tomis tribus. 12mo. pp. 1209. £6. Bostonise. 

Education. 

A Greek Grammar by James Ross. 2d edit. 75 cts. Philadelphia. 

The Instructor in Reading, Writing, English Grammar, Arith- 
metick, Merchants' accounts, Mensuration, Guaging, Geography, 
and Astronomy, £1, New York. 

Catachetical Compend of General History, by Frederick'But- 
ler, A. M. S7| cts. Hartford. 

A Manual, containing expressions used in Travelling and in 
other circumstances in Life, in French and English, by Madame 
de Genlis. i2mo. 75 cts. Boston. 

An Introduction to Ancient and Modern Geography. By J, A. 
Cummings, Fifth Edition, l'2mo. 75 cts. Boston. 

An Elementary Book for the Deaf and Dumb, with the Manu- 
al Alphabet, by T. II. Gallaudet, 50 cts. Hartford. 

Poetry. 

The Bridal of Vaumond, a Metrical Romance, 75 cts. New 
York. 

The Progress of Society, A. Poem. New York. 

Airs of Palestine, a Poem, by John Pierpont, Esq. Third Edi- 
tion, 50 cts. Boston. 

Miscellaneous. 

A Memoir on the History, Culture, Manufacture, Uses &c. of 
the Tobacco Plant. 
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Syllabus of Lectures on Government, delivered in William 
and Mary College, by John Augustine Smith, D, D. President and 
Professor of Moral and Political Philosophy. 62$ cts, Philadel- 
phia. 

An Abstract and Review of Baron Rogniat's Modern Art of 
War. By S. Swett Esq. 25 cts. Boston. 

The Infantry Exercise of the United States Army, Abridged 
for the use of the Militia, gl, Poughkeepsie. 

A Narrative of the Loss of the brig Commerce and the suffer- 
ings of the Crew, by James Riley, second edition, 8vo. 83. New 
York. 

The Journal of Archibald Robbins, shipwrecked in the brig 
Commerce, 8 1, Bridgeport. 

Blunt's Stranger's Guide to the City of N. York, 18mo. gl,50 
New York. 

Letters from the South, written during an Excursion in the 
Summer of 1816, by the author of John Bull and Brother Jona- 
than, 2 vols. 12mo. g2 50. New York. 

The Massachusetts Register, and United States Callendar, for 
the year 1818, 18mo. bound gl. Boston. 

Letters, Critical and Pathological, addressed to Charles Cald- 
well, M. D. Baltimore. 

The Gentleman's Annual Pocket Remembrancer for 1818, gl, 
25, Philadelphia. 

The American Lady's Pocket Book for 1818, gl,25. Philadel- 
phia. 

A Letter addressed to C. D. Colden, in answer to his strictures 
in the Life of Fulton, on a Legislative Report, relative to Steam 
Navigation. By William Alexander Duer, Esq. 50 cts. Albany. 

The New Hampshire Register, and United States Callencfer, 
for 1818, Exeter. 

Statistical View of the Commerce of the United States, Sec- 
ond edition, with additions. By Timothy Pitkin, Member of the 
House of Representatives, from Connecticut, 8vo. 83,50, Hartford. 

The Federalist, by Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Madison and Mr. Jay. 
A New Edition, Richmond. 

The Hero, or the Adventures of a Night, 12mo. gl. Philadel- 
phia. 

In the Press. 

The Distiller, by Harrison Hall, a second edition with addi- 
tions and improvements. 

Men as they are, or the Cogitations of the Hermit of Wysox 
on Society and Manners, 8vo, 2 vols. g6. Philadelphia. 

Poems, Religious, Moral, Political and Historical, by James 
Carson, Esq. by subscription, Philadelphia. 
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A Report of Proceedings before the Circuit Court of the United 
States on a Habeas Corpus for certain British Officers, charged 
with violating the neutral relations of the United States, by pre- 
paring an expedition to South America. By Thomas R. Peters, 
Philadelphia. 

Fourth Volume of the Memoirs of the American Academy 
of Arts and Sciences. Hilliard and Metcalf. Univ. Press. 

Massachusetts Term Reports, Vol. 14, Hilliard and Metcalf, 
Cambridge. 



Abstract of meteorological observations taken at Cambridge 
for October and November. 



G 
Oct. ■{ M 



{ 



G. 

Nov. ■{ M 



{ 



Barometer. 


Thermometer. 


7 A. M. 2 P. M. 9 P. M. 


7 A. M. 2 P. M. 9 P. M. 


. 30.62 30.65 30.58 


62° 73° 61° 


1. 30.000 29.984 30.043 


40.83 51.45 44.97 


. 29.50 29.31 29.38 


22 40 25 


. 30.3t 30.30 30.29 


63 68 61 


[. 30.027 69.990 29.987 


34.87 46.55 38.33 


. 29.59 29.38 29.38 


12 28 12 



Whole quantity of rain in October 2.68 inches, and in Novem- 
ber 3.44 



Obhtgenba. In the last number line 8, p. 49, for ' effect' read ' affect' 
— line 17, p. 49, for ' fermentations' read ' permutations' — line 2, p. 75, 
after « destroy* add « its." 

[We shall hereafter pursue the subject of Boundaries, commenced in 
the last number. Mr. Wirt's Life of Patrick Henry did not reach us, till 
the pages for the present number were full. We shall give a review of it 
in our next. 

We are sorry, that an excellent article in continuation of an account 
of The Jesuits from a highly distinguished correspondent came too late 
for insertion in the present number.] 



